Etiquette on the golf course: the dos and don’ts 

Everyday the pace of play varies on the Golf Course. Players should take the time to notice how long it is taking them to play their round of golf to see if their position has changed on the golf course. Some of the things you should look for are listed below. Remember the course marshals and the golf pros are decent people, they just have a job to do and these items below may help in understanding their position. Please take the time to read the following tips to maintain a steady pace of play. 

1. Upon starting your round, you will have teed off behind another group as soon as they hit their second shot and walk away. This gap should be maintained throughout the round. If you find yourself falling behind, it is your group's responsibility to catch back up. 

2. The position of the group behind you is of no importance. Your position is monitored by your position to the group in front of you. 

3. Only as a last resort should you consider letting a group play through. The reason for this is that it can slow down play further. However, if you are not able to keep pace with the group in front of you, the only alternative is to let groups play through. 

4. Please remember that allowing one group through may not be enough. 

5. After the first nine holes, a prolonged visit to the clubhouse may forfeit your position on the golf course. The pro-shop staff or course marshal will attempt to work you back in to the flow of play on the back nine. 

6. Looking for golf balls during a round seems to be an unavoidable occurrence. Please keep your ball-hunting time to a minimum as the group behind you may be waiting and the gap between you and the group ahead may be increasing. In this case, you are expected to catch back up to the group in front of you. 

7. To save time, players in a group can be ready to hit their next shot instead of watching each player hit before walking to their ball. Surprisingly, this will save more time than one would think and will maintain a steadier pace of play. 

8. Please record your scores for a hole on the next tee block. Recording your scores on the green while a group is waiting to hit into that green will only slow down the pace of play. 

In closing, no one wants to think they play slow so please do not think of it that way, as every player in golf plays to their own level: (i.e. a high handicapper or a beginner will play slower than a lower handicap due to the amount of shots each person hits). 

In the end, whatever your group can do to help maintain a steady pace of play will assist in making, not only YOUR golf game, but also YOUR FELLOW GOLFERS’ golf games a more enjoyable experience.  

